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“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.”  Pope Francis

Serra Club  
Northeast 

of Houston
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St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdatlene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic

Serra’s new Chaplin, Father Felix Osasona, spoke to us 
regarding the difficulty of  filling the “big shoes” of  Msg. 
Borski, but with his “little shoes,"  he will do his best to 
support and serve us.  He praised Msg. Borski, who went out 
of  his way to welcome him and was alway ready to help and 
advise.   
 Father Felix, a member of  the religious order, the Missionary 
Society of  St. Paul, is currently the pastor of  St.Mary 
Magdalene in Humble.  He was ordained June 24, 2000. 

Father Felix reminded us that July 22 was the feast day of  
Saint Mary Magdalene and he told us of  the dedication she had for Jesus.   Her life 
changed when she met and became a disciple of  Jesus. She helped in anyway she 
could to promote and to evangelize.  “Mary used what she had to help,” declared 
Father. Father asked us to also be disciples of  Jesus and to do as Mary Magdalene did, 
“Use what you have to help.” 

Father was born in Nigeria and knew at an early age that he wanted to be a priest.  
His mother was one who prayed almost constantly.  His dad, a Catechist at the 
church, also was strong in his faith, but did not want his first born son to be a priest.  
He persuaded Father Felix to continue studies and wait until he was an adult to make 
his final decision. And so, Father respected his father’s wish. In Nigeria, it is required 
that you serve your country for one year after graduation, and Father Felix was sent to 
the North to work as a teacher   Working in a rural area and seeing one priest for 
twenty churches made it clear to him that priesthood was the path he must take.   His 
mother was very pleased and, gratefully, his dad was also happy with his son’s choice.  
  
Remember, he told us, we may think we have little to give, but like Saint Mary 
Magdalene, give what you can.
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MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 

Msg. Chester, we will miss you 
and we wish you much joy and 
peace.

Father Felix visits with Seminarian 
Jeremy Mann

Reverend Mother Jane Frances Okafor is visiting Sister 
Merrillac, spoke kind words of  thanks for our hospitality in 
welcoming the Sisters of  Jesus the Savior.  She told us she is 
grateful to all of  us and prays for us often.

Charlie Garland 
gave a Treasurer’s 
Report, praising 
the generosity of  
all members.
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Meet 2018-2019 Serra Club Northeast of Houston Officers

Chaplin, Father Felix Osasona

President Melia Reed 
It is a blessing to follow Doug and Donna as President and I am excited to continue to build on their great work. Doug’s father 
was a governor for Serra in Iowa, one of  the many things I admire him for, and I pray for his intercession from heaven as I 
continue the work he held dear. I feel so privileged to work with the amazing faith-filled people that belong to our club and am 
confident that together, with the help of  the Holy Spirit, we can make a difference.

VP Vocations - Jim and Jennifer Stevens 
We joined the Serra Club in early 2015 and now serve as the Vice President of  Vocations. We have been very rewarded by the 
opportunities the Serra Club has provided for spiritual growth and service. Our most rewarding effort to date was working on the 
Club’s Advent Spiritual Bouquets for Priests, Seminarians and Religious. It is wonderful to collect the Spiritual Intentions that club 
members offer. While a few members offer numerous intentions, most members’ offerings are more modest. But all of  them come 
from the heart.  When the intentions are aggregated  they make an impressive offering, a true beautiful and lasting bouquet that 
shows the recipients how much we value them and their vocations 

VP Membership - Bob and Arlane Sponaugle 
The best thing about being a Serran is experiencing personal spiritual growth by fostering vocations.  I enjoy supporting the 
seminarians, priest, and the consecrated religious life through service and prayer.  It is an exciting adventure to help increase the 
number of  priests needed to help us all in our call to holiness. Bob says, I would like to see  our Serra club accomplish: A more 
diverse membership which would include younger people and have at least 6 people representing each of  the parishes in our Serra 
Club Northeast of  Houston. 

VP Programs - Tony and Eileen Benvegnu 
We want to serve our priests and religious in any way possible to give back a fraction of  what they do for us.  Praying, 
working to make religious celebrations and events joyous, and serving as a driver are some of  the ways we serve. 

VP Communication - Mary Lou Purello 
Serra has been such an uplifting time for me.  My joy is being surrounded by people who love Jesus and who share the love of  
Jesus with all in so many ways.  Thank you Serrans.

Treasurer - Charlie Garland 
I have been on the board and served as Treasurer since the inception of  the club.  Donna Rueby asked me to serve and I gladly 
accepted.  After becoming more aware of  our shortage of  Priests and Religious, I wanted to do my small part to support and 
promote vocations.  I really enjoy getting to know our Priests and serving them in any way I can.  They have an extremely 
challenging job, and I want them to know how much they are appreciated. 

Secretary - Kay Nelson 
I am  new to the Serra Club (January 2018); however I am a cradle Catholic and have family members that have been Serrans for 
15+ years.  Having  had a Bishop as a second cousin, prayer for Vocations was always a part of  our family. I am looking forward to 
serving as the Club’s Secretary.  I believe prayer is the key to helping our youth hear the voice of  God’s call to them. 
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N E W S W O R T H Y

GOOD NEWS 
St. Philip the Apostle Catholic Church 

St. Philip’s homecoming Mass will be Sunday, August 
12th at 11:00 am with Auxiliary Bishop George Sheltz 
presiding. (This will be our only Sunday Mass on 
campus that weekend.) 
  
The 5 pm Saturday Vigil Mass & the 8:30 AM Sunday 
Mass will begin the following weekend of  August 18 - 
19.  Regular Saturday 3:30 pm Confessions will begin 
Saturday, Sept 08. 
  
Our Daily Masses begin on Tuesday,  August 14. The 
weekly Mass schedule is as follows: 
Monday: no daily Mass  /  Tues - 12N   /  Wed - Sat 
8:30 AM. 
(Please note the change of  daily Mass time on Tuesdays.)

Serran Mass July 1
Serrans met at 
4:00pm for Mass at 
St. Mary’s Seminary 
to celebrate the feast 
day of our patron 
Saint, Junipero Serra.  
Mass was celebrated 
by Father Richard 
McNellie.  Afterwards, 
20 Serrans along with 
Fr. Richard met at 
Carrabba’s 
Restaurant for a 
community dinner.   
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N E W S W O R T H Y

25th Wedding Anniversary Jubilee 
Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart 

His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo will celebrate the silver 
wedding anniversary Mass for those who are commemorating 

their 25th Anniversary years of  married life. 
The Celebration for the couples that are celebrating their 25th years of  
sacramental marriage will take place on Sunday, September 16, 2018 at 3:00 pm, at 
the Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart located at 1111 St. Joseph Parkway in 
Houston.   Registrations will close on August 24, 2018.  

Serra Northeast of  Houston Talk at St. Mary Magdalene 

Father Felix has graciously given us permission to attend all Masses on August 25-26 to share our 
vision of  Serra and invite St. Mary Magdalene parishioners to join our organization.   
Come and support our brave speakers! 
St. Mary Magdalene Mass schedule: 
Weekend Mass:  English: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 P.M. Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, & 11:00 A.M.; 5:00 P.M. 
(Youth) Español: Sábado (Misa de Víspera): 7:00 P.M. Domingo: 1:00 P.M. 

Would you like to be a greeter and hand out information?   Contact Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com

Archdiocese Youth Conference
Over 2,000 high school students engaged in prayer and worship at the George 
R. Brown Convention Center during the weekend of  July 20-22.   The weekend 
culminated with Mass celebrated by Cardinal DiNardo.  He kept referring to the 
teens as the “Young Church”.    

Father TJ Dolce, newly assigned pastor of  St. Martha, was given the 
 Archbishop Joseph A. Fiorenza Good Shepherd Award and St. Martha teen parishioner, 
Libby Diamond, was awarded the Youth of  Christ Award. 

https://maps.google.com/maps?gl=us&hq=co-cathedral+of+the+sacred+heart&daddr=1701+San+Jacinto+St,+Houston,+TX+77002&panel=1&f=d&fb=1&geocode=FR_zxQEdx85Q-ikPHsf5Pb9AhjEwOWQtIARVxw&cid=14363391122815072560
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://maps.google.com/maps?gl=us&hq=co-cathedral+of+the+sacred+heart&daddr=1701+San+Jacinto+St,+Houston,+TX+77002&panel=1&f=d&fb=1&geocode=FR_zxQEdx85Q-ikPHsf5Pb9AhjEwOWQtIARVxw&cid=14363391122815072560
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
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Saint John Paul II said, “Vocations decline when the 
intensity of  faith and spiritual fervor diminishes.” 

Adoration for Vocation is the gathering of  
Catholics, particularly Serrans, who believe that it is 
critically important to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood and consecrated life. Prayer is the 
foremost step in solving problems in declining 
vocations. Many parishes have attested to the clear 
relationship between Eucharistic devotion and an 
increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life. It also increases the divine life within adorers 
and deepens personal relationships and friendships 
with Christ through prayer. 

On the occasion of  the Holy Father, Pope John Paul 
II’s 50th anniversary to the priesthood, he invited to 
Rome all the priests of  the world who were ordained 
the same year as him. Over 2,000 priests came to 
meet the Holy Father, to concelebrate a Mass, and 
share in the thanksgiving and celebration week. At 
the Wednesday audience of  that week, the Holy 
Father blessed the 165 monstrances presented by the 
Regnum Christi movement and told those assembled 
that it was the most special gift he had received. The 
blessed monstrances were subsequently dispersed to 
20 different countries to be used to promote prayers 
for vocations in front of  our Eucharistic Lord held in 
these sacred vessels. 

Connie Hays, a parishioner at St. Martha, 
Mary and Lazarus, Friends of  Jesus brought 
one of  these monstrances to Houston. It was used in 
the 2010 Archdiocesan Adoration for Vocations 
Initiative. The mission statement of  this initiative 
was “to invite the 1.5 million Catholics in the 
Archdiocese of  Galveston-Houston to join in 
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations. It is our hope 
that through our prayers in front of  the Blessed 
Sacrament, the Holy Spirit will pour down a 
wellspring of  grace on our archdiocese; grace that 
will continue to build a culture of  life that fosters 
vocations in our homes and in our parishes; grace 
that is needed to build up the Kingdom of  God here 
on earth. We pray all will respond with open and 
generous hearts to become laborers eager to be sent 
out into the harvest”. 

The monstrance has been used at the bi-monthly 
Adoration for Vocations at St. Martha. It is the hope 
of  the Serra Club Northeast of  Houston that by 
making it available for use throughout the 
archdiocese, the work that it was originally blessed 
with by Saint John Paul II will grow and produce 
more vocations. 

Saint Mother Teresa said, “it was not until we began 
our daily Holy Hour that our community started to 
grow and blossom...”. We invite you to become a 
part of  making vocations grow and bloom through 
the use of  this holy relic.  

N E W S W O R T H Y

Sharing the Monstrance
It is being proposed that each of the 8 Serra Clubs share this marvelous relic.   Each club will host 
the monstrance for four weeks and then pass it onto the next club or deliver it to the Northeast of 
Houston Club to coordinate this prayerful activity.  The package includes Worship Guides and a Log 
Sheet to be presented to the Cardinal possibly at the Installation Dinner.  

Story of the Monstrance
Did you know that in the Diocese of  Galveston-Houston, we have a monstrance blessed by 
Saint John Paul II for the expressed purpose of  Adoration for Vocations?
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For more information about the Serra Club Northeast of  Houston, please contact, President, Melia Reed, 
meliareed5303@gmail.com.   
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra information, please contact Newsletter Editor,      
Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com. 

Let us hear from you!  REALLY!  WE 
WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

After 8:30 a.m. daily Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary 
Magdalene in Humble 
Friday, August 10, Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 Mass at St. Martha 
Tues.August 14, NO Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament 
Wed.August 15, Mass at St. Philip the Apostle, 8:30 a.m., 2308 - 3rd St. , Huffman 
Sat., Sun., August 25-26, Serra talk at St. Mary Magdalene at all Masses 
Monday, August 27 Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, August 4, Dynamo Faith & Family Night, 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, August 9, David Michael Moses Concert, 7:30-9:00 p.m. Revention Music Center 
Sunday, September 16, Celebrating 25th Wedding Anniversaries 

August Birthdays

2-Gary Rabalais 
8- Sandi Kidd 

8- Ann Purcell 
9- Art Rocha 
19- Dee Quinn 
19- Charlie Garland 
19- Irene Storkan 
23- Tom Wilson 
24 -Sem. Jeremy Mann, St. Joseph 
Seminary College 
27-  Sheila Ratliff 
30-  Maria Castro 
31- Jim Stevens

Father Carmelo Hernandez, St. Leo the 
Great, August 25, 1988 
Sister Marillac Njoku, Jesus the Savior 
Convent, August 1, 2011 
Deacon Alfredo Soto, August 20, 2000 

August Anniversaries of 

In Our Prayers

 Rodney  Williamson, recovering from a lung transplant, still needs 
many prayers  

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
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Serran Prayer for Vocations 

O God, Who wills not the death of a 
sinner but rather that he be 
converted and live, grant we 
beseech you, through the 
intercession of the Blessed Mary 
ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her 
spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all 
the saints, an increase of laborers 
for your Church, fellow laborers 
with Christ to spend and consume 
themselves for souls through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who 
lives and reigns with You, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God 
forever and ever. Amen.

Serrans Called to Holiness

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer 
daily.   Cut this out and place it in a place convenient 
for you.

Notes from Bishop Barron:  Peer Research Center Survey:  25% of  our country claim “none” 
as their religion.   Of  that 25% 40% are under 30 years of  age and of  that 25%, 50% are 
Baptized Catholics! 
We need to pray not only for laborers for the Church, but also pray for those choosing “none” 
as their religion.


